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mission

APTN is sharing Our Peoples’
journey, celebrating our cultures,
inspiring our children and honouring
the wisdom of our Elders.

corporate profile

APTN is the first Aboriginal
television network in the world with
programming by, for and about
Aboriginal Peoples to share with all
Canadians and viewers around the
world. APTN is a mandatory service
available in approximately 10 mil-
lion Canadian households and
commercial establishments with
basic cable, direct- to- home (DTH)
or wireless service. APTN does not
receive government funding for
operations but generates revenue
through subscriber fees, advertising
sales and strategic partnerships.
APTN broadcasts programming
with 56% offered in English, 16% in
French and 28% in
Aboriginal languages.
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Mike Metatawabin
Chairperson

Message from the Chair – Mike Metatawabin

In just eight short years APTN has become a source of pride and accomplishment for Aboriginal
Peoples across the globe. The mere existence of a national television network dedicated to celebrating
the diversity and culture of the world’s Indigenous Peoples is a feat that has made many Indigenous
Peoples around the world eager to emulate. It is truly my great honour to have been entrusted with this
leg of such an incredible journey.

Since its September 2005 CRTC license renewal (two fiscal years), APTN has experienced an unprece-
dented growth that has resulted in the realization of many of its long-term goals. During this time, the
network has doubled its investment in capital assets; doubled its investment in film and programming
rights; increased its advertising revenue by 180%; reduced its liabilities by 15%; and increased net cor-
porate assets from $16.9 million to $33.8 million.

A respected specialty broadcaster, APTN has also developed solid ties to a very strong Aboriginal inde-
pendent production community. The network now has an active pool of 70+ Aboriginal production com-
panies, many of which are creating cutting-edge HD content.

APTN has posted many other successes in 2007, including the production and national broadcast of
APTN’s inaugural Aboriginal Day Live show, celebrating National Aboriginal Solidarity Day, June 21st ;
major operations upgrades in preparation for the 2008 launch of the new APTN HD channel; APTN’s
standout coverage of the Canada Winter games from Whitehorse; the installation of Winnipeg’s largest
outdoor LCD screens at APTN headquarters; and the launch of the APTN/Canadian Heritage website,
Digital Drum, to name a few.

On behalf of the APTN Board of Directors, I would like to extend our sincere congratulations to the net-
work’s management and staff on a job well done. We enthusiastically look forward to a bold and bright
future, continuing our mandate to provide exceptional Aboriginal programming to Canadians and view-
ers across the globe for many years to come.

Mike Metatawabin 
APTN Chairman of the Board
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Jean LaRose
CEO

Message from the CEO - Jean LaRose

To say 2007 was an important year for APTN would be an understatement. During its seventh year of
operation, the network has graduated to a level that clearly demonstrates that we are now Canada’s
fourth national broadcaster. 

This designation is not declared lightly. Only one other national network in Canada can rival APTN’s
reach as we broadcast from coast to coast to coast. No other network can match APTN’s percentages
of Canadian content or language programming. No other network has created a production industry
that has seen a 2,000% growth in less than eight years. And no other network can say they do all of
these things as a non-profit entity which survives independently without the aid of government funding. 

APTN has a lot to be proud of. 

Today’s APTN looks much different than it did in the early days. Where once it was a struggle to find
Aboriginal-produced, quality programming, an exploding Aboriginal production community has afforded
the network the luxury of choice with an available inventory of programs that include all genres from
comedy to drama to news.   

As we look to the future, there are many new and exciting opportunities on the horizon. Of particular
note, our preparations this year have enabled us to commit to the launch of APTN HD on April 1, 2008.
We are also beginning preparations for our role as an official broadcaster of the 2010 Olympic Games
from Vancouver. Through our broadcast partnerships we will play larger roles in made-for-television
movie productions and of course in producing live entertainment shows such as our annual National
Aboriginal Day Live show. 

The Staff, Board and  Management have a lot to be proud of. We have accomplished what the
doubters said would never happen and we are exceeding all expectations. The future holds much
promise and we are confident that APTN will continue to grow and make our communities proud.

Jean LaRose
Chief Executive Officer
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Jamie Veilleux
CFO

Message from the CFO - Jamie Veilleux

I am very pleased to present the Audited Financial Statements of Aboriginal Peoples Television
Network for the fiscal year ending August, 2007.  

As the custodians of a $26.5 million operating budget with a bottom line of $8.3 million, we were able
to complete the year under budget and achieve a net income of $9.4 million. This net income combined
with our commitment to Aboriginal programming and infrastructure upgrading resulted in an increase in
cash and cash equivalents of $854k to a year-end cash position of $3.2 million. The growing balance of
cash and equivalents will be used to achieve all of our future commitments to the CRTC before the
completion of our current broadcasting licence in August, 2012.  

Corporate assets have grown 39.6% for the fiscal period which underscores APTN’s commitment to a
vibrant independent Aboriginal production community. This year’s commitment to Film and
Programming Licensing was $12.0 million.

The sound financial position we have been able to achieve at APTN will allow us to achieve our long-
term goals and objectives, as well as those promises outlined in our Mission: To share Our People’s
journey, celebrate our cultures, inspire our children and honour the wisdom of our Elders.

Jamie Veilleux
APTN Chief Financial Officer
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