
Derek Miller Biography 
Producer/Content Creator/Musician 
 
Two-time JUNO award-winning musician Derek Miller, from Six Nations of the 
Grand River, is a journeyman musician with eclectic taste and a knack for guitar 
oriented roots-inflected rock with a pop sensibility. His unique take on roots rock and 
soul-stirring blues makes Derek a true force of musical nature. 
 
As a sprint car driver from Six Nations, co-creating Friday Night Thunder was a natural 
progression for him, bringing everything together that he loves: racing, music and his 
community. In season one, Derek directed and composed the music, as well as 
maintaining his car and hitting the oval every Friday. 
 
With 17 albums to his credit, Derek has shared a stage with artists such as Blood, 
Sweat &amp; Tears, George Thorogood, Smokey Robinson and The Neville Brothers. At the 
2010 Winter Olympics closing ceremonies, Derek rocked the crowd alongside Eva Avila 
and Nikki Yanofsky. 
 
In addition to recording with Willie Nelson, Buffy Sainte-Marie and Daniel Lanois, 
Derek has also recorded for the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of the 
American Indian, resulting in the 2016 JUNO-nominated album Rumble: A Tribute To 
Native Music Icons. Most recently, Buffy personally asked Derek to play on her 2015 
Polaris prize and Juno-winning album Power In The Blood. 
 
Derek continues to work as a touring performer/artist, producing music and 
television, composing music scores for television and film, building his home and 
continuing to create capacity for Indigenous people in all forms of art and enterprise. 
  



Jay Kemp Biography  
Director of Photography  
 
Staring at the age of 16, volunteering at his local community television station, Jay quickly rose 
through the ranks becoming a solid camera operator and director, leading to a 30-year career in 
broadcast television. 
 
Jay began his freelance career in 1989 as a studio camera operator at TSN following his 
graduation from the Media Arts program at Sheridan college, where he was the only successful 
candidate to be accepted from the college trough an individually mandated placement program 
which eventually became full time career work. Jay went on to work for Electric Images, an 
independent media company, doing full time camera for studio, mobile and EFP camera for 
many national and international media companies and broadcasters. 
 
After four years of independent production, and with a brief year freelancing at Citytv in 
Toronto, Jay returned back to TSN, this time as a full-time studio and EFP camera operator 
covering many live sporting events including several Stanley Cup playoffs, Super Bowl, World 
Series and many All-Star games and events. Working alongside many high-profile athletes and 
celebrities Jay quickly became a production favourite with a good attitude and reliable camera 
work. In 2004 Jay transitioned to full time EFP camera for The Discovery Channel filming mini 
documentary segments that took him all over the world filming in exotic locations, restricted 
areas or places of high importance or security. 
 
In 2017 The Discovery Channel production became unsustainable due to funding at which time 
Jay quickly ramped up as a freelance Director of Photography and has been privileged to be a 
part of many documentaries, commercial ventures as well as many sporting events, 
collaborating with many talented producers and directors. Jay continues to be a successful 
visual storyteller and documentary filmmaker. 
 
Although Whitby is home for Jay, he also has a second home in Oshweken where he is the lead 
camera on a successful race documentary series that follows local and international story lines 
and is currently in production. 
  



Kyle Crockard Biography 
Editor  
 
Kyle has worked as an editor, videographer, photographer, and motion graphics artist for over 
17 years. Virtually inseparable from the family camcorder as a young child, he developed a 
knack for storytelling through plot driven home movies and naturally this led to a career in 
video production. He started out animating promotional content for Blackberry and in his spare 
time made a series of extreme mountain bike films, and then moved on to Universal Music 
Canada where he created short form content with many artists including: Lights, Hedley, James 
Barker Band, Metric, Serena Ryder, Hailee Steinfeld, Sloan, Sam Roberts Band, Lil Yachty, 
Raekwon, Jazz Cartier, Kardinal Offishall, Shania Twain, Keith Urban, and Johnny Reid. After a 
brief stint freelancing for Yahoo News, Kyle has shifted into primarily editing for television with 
a children’s dance show under his belt and is currently working with Big Soul Productions on 
Friday Night Thunder. 
  



Laura J. Milliken Biography 
Executive Producer / Producer / Co-Creator / Writer / Director 
 
Laura J. Milliken is an accomplished producer and entrepreneur and a member of the Kettle and 
Stony Point First Nation. She is President and CEO of Toronto-based Big Soul Productions and is 
co-creator and co-executive producer of the Gemini-nominated dramatic television series, 
Moccasin Flats. Since establishing Big Soul Productions over twenty years ago, Laura has co-
created, and produced numerous award-winning programs, including a debut feature film, Fire 
Song, award-winning feature film, Run Woman Run, 32 episodes of Guilt Free Zone (APTN), 22 
episodes of Moccasin Flats (Showcase/APTN), a Moccasin Flats television movie entitled 
Redemption, 20 episodes of the animated comedy series, By The Rapids (APTN), 39 episodes of 
The Seventh Generation (APTN), and numerous short films, television specials, documentaries, 
music videos, PSAs and corporate videos. In 2022, Laura is directing and producing a third 
season of the wildly popular motorsports series, Friday Night Thunder. She has also co-created 
an Indigenous food series entitled One Dish One Spoon, for which the second season enters into 
production in 2023 and will be producing the series in English and Mohawk with Six Nations 
community members.  
 
Laura began producing television at the age of 26 when she worked as an Associate Producer 
for the National Aboriginal Achievement Awards. She has since garnered numerous 
acknowledgements and awards, including the 2007 CFTPA Mentor of the Year, 2003 Female 
Entrepreneur of the Year from the Southern First Nations Secretariat, Youth Entrepreneur of 
the Year from Miziwe Biik Employment and Training in 2004, the Toronto 1 Executive 
Mentorship Award from Women in Film and Television in 2004, the Ross Charles Award in 2001 
to attend the Aboriginal Screenwriters Workshop at the Banff Centre and two Sundance 
Producers Fellowships to attend the 2002 and 2004 Sundance Independent Producers 
Conference at the Sundance Institute. In 2015 she was nominated as one of the top five finalists 
for the CMPA Feature Film Producer’s Award at Toronto International Film Festival.  
 
Big Soul Productions is a content creator and producer with a passion for expressing Indigenous 
voices and perspectives. At the heart of that passionate mission is a fierce determination to 
discover talent, unearth incredible stories and craft them in collaboration with funders, talent 
and stakeholders to generate a new and exciting movement in storytelling for screen-based 
media in Canada and around the world.  
  



PJ Thornton Biography  
Producer 
 
After graduating from the Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema (Concordia University) in 2000, PJ 
started his career in production by producing music videos for the Toronto based production 
company, Blink Pictures.  In 2002, he would join forces with Big Soul Productions, managing and 
producing a wide slate of notable projects – the Gemini nominated dramatic series, Moccasin 
Flats, the animation series, By The Rapids, the Television Movie, Moccasin Flats: Redemption, 
and the variety and performance series, The Guilt Free Zone, hosted by Juno Award winning 
artist, Derek Miller.   
 
In 2014, he produced the highly anticipated independent feature film, Fire Song, written and 
directed by Adam Garnet Jones.  The script for the film was awarded the Jim Burt Screenwriting 
Prize from the WGC.  Fire Song premiered at the 2015 Toronto International Film Festival and is 
having a successful run in the United States through the American distributor, Wolfe Video. PJ 
recently finished his second feature film, Run Woman Run, written and directed by Zoe 
Hopkins. 
 
In the last fourteen years, he has also been producing the highly acclaimed Indspire Awards, 
which airs on CBC and APTN. The Indspire Awards has been nominated for over eleven Gemini 
Awards/Canadian Screen Awards combined and has won in several categories. 
 
PJ is currently the VP of Production at Big Soul and is developing a number of projects for both 
television and film. 
  



Tom Scollard Biography  
Editor  
 
Tom is a Toronto based freelance videographer and editor. Formally a musician and film 
composer he now spends his days shooting and editing video. A computer nerd at heart, he’s 
looking to leverage technology to help tell meaningful stories and find new ways of looking at 
the world though the camera lens. His likes include puppies and most small animals. Dislikes 
include cranberries and nail files. 
 


